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The Set

The set of The Tin Soldier is on a flat stage consisting of a black floor at the same level you walk in at.  All around it the space is black.

The set of The Tin Soldier is full of lots and lots of brown cardboard boxes. These are placed in a semi-circle across the back of the stage, little ones at each side, building to boxes piled really high in the middle, almost twice the size of most grown-ups! One of the tallest and highest boxes has the script projected on to it.

These cardboard boxes are parcels and packages with their postage labels still stuck on them. The characters in the show can climb up on them and find things inside them. At different times, they find and pull out of the boxes a mirror, some metal spoons, a hat and scarf, a rattily tin, an umbrella and some party poppers. Right in the middle, behind the boxes, is a tall window, arched at the top and even taller than the boxes. It has a white frame and lots of panes of glass.  It is elegant but faded - I think it used to be very beautiful. The characters sometimes point to it or look out of it.  At points in the show images are projected onto the back of it, as if a view from beyond.

To the right of the semi-circle is a percussion stand. It’s a frame is made of metal and it has of lots of different objects that make different noises: metal pots and pans, glass bottles, a plastic tub and a big bucket. There’s some twinkly chimes and a loud cymbal. Sticks is our drummer, she often plays the drums on it and plays her guitar here too. 

At the other side of the stage, on the left, there’s a keyboard hidden behind more boxes, with a microphone stand. Soldier often moves here to play the piano and sing songs. 

At the front there are two large kitchen tables, made of wood and covered in red waxy checked tablecloths. The tables are on wheels and are moved about during the show. When the story of The Tin Soldier starts to be told, the table cloths come off and the tables light up. 

The show is about a boy. A boy on a red tricycle. The boy lives in this Place and appears out of a cardboard box. His tricycle is small and old-fashioned and has a lively bell on it, which the boy likes to ring. In the show the boy is a puppet.  He looks very realistic with brown hair, soft dark clothes and his eyes can blink.

There are other puppets in the show and you will hear the characters talk about them, manipulate them and sometimes build them.  The boy is the biggest puppet and he sits on a bike for a real toddler.  The ballerina is made from doll parts, about the size of a Barbie doll, and stands on a rotating disc to help her dance.  The Soldier is about the same size and has to be built from lots of different parts. You will hear about what he is made of during the show.  You will also meet a rat – the character Soldier wears him on her hand and puts on a funny voice.

At some point in the show, the children telling the story crowd around a fire to keep warm. The fire is only pretend but they pretend it’s in a big old oil drum, which is a brown, rusty colour. There is also a castle in a box that lights up when they start to introduce the ballerina.

Now, if you haven’t already, go and listen to the descriptions of the characters you’re going to hear in the show. I hope you enjoy The Tin Soldier.

The Characters

Jack:
My name is Robert and I play the character of Jack. I am a wheelchair user and I have cerebral palsy so my coordination and movement are effected by that – I don’t move any puppets! I am wearing a grey jumper and grey jeans and black shoes. When the show starts I am not in my wheelchair. At one point in the show when it starts to rain I put on a hat. 

Soldier:
Hiya. I am called Lauren and I play Soldier. I have long dark hair all tied back. I am wearing a long blue top with green and gold flowers at the top. I am wearing blue jeans and black plimsoles. You might hear me through the show singing the songs and playing piano, which stands on the left of the stage.  Sometimes I make the puppets move, like when me and Kipper make the Soldier march.  I also perform with the rat puppet on my hand. 

Dancer:
Hi, my name is Caroline and I am playing Dancer. I have short spiky pink hair, I shall be wearing several layers of muted tones; tops, t-shirts and hoodies, and I wear dark short trousers, colourful stripy socks and colourful shoes. Now I am deaf and my character is deaf as well, so I won’t be using my voice through the show, I will be using sign language. There will be times when I am using facial expressions that will make the audience laugh, so if there’s a bit of silence and audience laughing, that’s what’s going on.

Kipper:
Hi my name is Joseph and I play Kipper. I have jet black hair and dark brown eyes. I am wearing blue lace up shoes, light blue denim jeans and a light blue cotton soft zip up hoodie. I sometimes sing along with Soldier, I sometimes make the puppets move and I sometimes I move the set around the stage.

Sticks:
I am Audrey and I play Sticks. I have short brown hair and am wearing long red checked skirt with red leggings and red lace up trainers. I have large black glasses and hoop earrings. You won’t hear me speak in the show but you’ll hear me playing music.  I play the guitar and the percussion stand that is on the right side of the stage – the opposite side from Soldier and the piano.



