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This is the story of the Steadfast Tin Soldier. 

Steadfast means to be loyal and true.

It’s a very old story that has been told very many times.

It’s a sad story, but we have a lot of fun telling it.

We pretend to be the people in it, we use puppets, and we sing songs.

The first song tells us where the story happens. The song is called “A Long Time Ago”.
......

The story is told by a man called Jack who lived in a home for disabled young people and children without families when he was younger. 

Some of his friends help Jack tell the story.

The home where Jack lived was called The Place.

The Place is in a very cold and snowy country and every night, the children would get together and read stories. 

The stories make them happy, sometimes sad but always reminded them how important it is to be kind and to look after one another.

And as I’m sure you’ve guessed one of their favourite stories is The Indomitable Tin Soldier. Here’s the story.
......

The story is set in a Big House. The Tin Soldier is the youngest of 25 brothers. He has just one leg, because the toy maker ran out of tin.

We hear a song about marching. It’s called “Keep in Line”. 

It’s Christmas time in the Big House and there’s lots of new toys for the boy who lives there. For one of his presents the boy is given the box of tin soldiers.

We hear a song about Christmas called “Forever and a Year”.  

When our Soldier is taken out of the box he sees a toy ballerina. She is strong and true and a beautiful dancer and he falls in love with her. 

The ballerina is balancing on one leg and the soldier can’t see her other one.

He thinks, ‘she’s just like me!’ and decides he must meet her.

We hear a song about her and about dancing. You can hear “The Ballerina Song”.

Soon all the people in the house are asleep.

And as everyone knows when people are asleep the toys come out to play and they have a big party.

Listen to the Party Song “Everybody Dance”.

......

The next day the boy who has been given the toy soldiers for Christmas gets angry.

He doesn’t like the one-legged tin soldier and throws him out of the window and into the street.
........

At first the Tin Soldier is lonely out in the big wide world. We hear a song called “The Lonely Song”. 

But then he has many adventures.

He’s only little so he has to run from the feet of passersby on the busy street.

Then its starts to rain.

Some children bully him and float him down the gutter in a paper boat.

He meets a rat who orders him about

He sails out to sea in his paper boat and is swallowed by a fish.
.......

A fisherman catches the fish and the fish is bought by the maid in the big house.

The cook opens the fish and finds the tin soldier and takes him back to the other toys where he sees the ballerina again.

We hear a song called “The Fisherman’s Song” which tells us this part of the story. You can listen to it here.
......

Sadly, the little boy still doesn’t want him and throws him on the fire.

The window is open and the ballerina uses the breeze to float and join the tin soldier.

At last they are together.
.......

When the maid comes to clear up, she finds the soldier and the ballerina have become one. 

He has melted into a heart, with the ballerina as a jewel at the centre. 

The Tin Soldier will never be lonely again.
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The children from the place who tell us the story of The Tin Soldier have all now left and found homes and families.

But every year at Christmas time Jack and his friends like to tell the old stories.

It reminds them how important it is to be kind and to look after one another.

