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Summary Report
BOP Zoom – Friday 24th April 2020, 2pm to 4pm

Hosted in partnership with Andy Edwards, the core aim of the event was to find out how BOP could support theatre makers in Scotland who are looking to create accessible work. A total of 39 people attended on the day from a variety of perspectives – including disabled actors, theatre makers, directors from RFOs and individuals from England. Participants found the session useful and believe it could be a good space in which to share good practice, discuss potential projects and experiment with ideas. Some felt this space needed a political dimension, where we can discuss what political aims we might collectively have and what impact we can make.

Participants expressed some frustration at the technical difficulties of the medium, as this did eat into the limited time available to have conversations. 

OUTCOMES: Future Actions
	Actions asked for during the event
	Response from BOP as of 29/4

	Create digital spaces for people to share case studies of their own work or relevant projects. Birds of Paradise can support artists, producers, etc. to share best practice and problem-solve as part of a network.
	We’ve scheduled a further Zoom event for 28th May where four theatre makers will be invited to present their experience of making accessible work

	Create spaces and hold events which foster a community of artists. They can help stimulate the “groundswell” which can advocate for greater accessibility in theatre / the arts.
	See above – as well as weekly ‘Virtual Cuppa’ on Tuesdays, 10am to 11am boptheatre.co.uk/virtual-cuppa/

	Create space and funded opportunities for people to experiment with accessibility practices / methods and receive feedback from community of peers / Birds of Paradise. This could include a sharing stage platform.
	We will look at allocating budget and resources to this and hope to announce something concrete at end of May

	Birds of Paradise run Disability Awareness training but there is a desire for greater guidance on specific access means, e.g. Relaxed Performances. Birds of Paradise offered to recruit participants who are interested in running these awareness sessions.
	We are currently redesigning our training for the Scottish arts sector – once complete we will call out to those interested in delivering training for us

	Participants had a desire for specific training on how to ensure their own access needs are being while working in the arts, particularly when in roles advocating for the access needs of other people. Birds of Paradise will circulate their questionnaire about access needs and consider future training opportunities.
	Access Requirements questionnaire as sent out to everyone working for BOP is available here. We will look to offer Access Statements/Advocacy training in the coming months

	Host further instances of this working group to maintain dialogue / community. Birds of Paradise will look to hold instances of this group on particular topics in the future – e.g. BSL interpretation in theatre. 
	See first point

	Birds of Paradise will share the digital resources produced by other companies and organisations that they think are most useful.
	Attached to the same email as this document
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